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93 Judge Palmer 2012 Beckstoffer Georges III 
Cabernet Sauvignon (Rutherford). Inviting, 

exotic coconut and vanilla scents give this vineyard 
designate a tropical flourish before more traditional 
cassis and cherry notes take the lead. Bright acid-
ity counters velvety texture as the wine unfurls its 
underlying grip of tannin. Approachably rich, it 
rewards with full flavor and body. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $115 

93 Merryvale 2013 Profile 30th Anniversary 
Red Wine (Napa Valley). This vintage of the 

hearty proprietary blend of 83% Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon, 12% Petit Verdot and 5% Cabernet Franc 
highlights the best of the harvest. It’s dense with 
mouth-coating red fruit and a touch of sweetness 
from oak. As it unwinds, more developed graph-
ite, black olive and dried herb accents come to life. 
Enjoy 2023–2030. Cellar Selection. —V.B. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $200 

93 Morgan 2015 Double L Vineyard Chardon-
nay (Santa Lucia Highlands). This excellent, 

restrained bottling is compelling. Lemongrass, kaffir 
lime and lemon-lime aromas lead into a palate laced 
with fresh, high-toned citrus notes. More exotic 
touches of sweet onion, yuzu and wet slate complete 
the experience. Editors’ Choice. —M.K. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $42 

93 Tenuta Roveglia 2014 Vigne di Catullo Riserva 
(Lugana). Made from old vines, this stun-

ning wine opens with heady aromas of ripe apple 
and fragrant white flower. Round and creamy, the 
palate delivers Bartlett pear, white peach and nec-
tarine zest alongside fresh acidity. A white-almond 
note graces the persistent finish. John Given Wines. 
—K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $24 

93 Trimbach 2014 Gewurztraminer (Alsace). 
The aromas are rather shy on the nose—

there is just a mere floral whiff. The palate is dry 
and lets us see subtle varietal aromas: golden peach, 
a touch of honeysuckle spice, a hint of jasmine, aro-
matic orange zest. This is a restrained, streamlined 
and elegant varietal expression. Drink now through 
2030. Esprit du Vin. —A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $27 

93 Trimbach 2014 Réserve Pinot Gris (Alsace). A 
lifted, ethereal note of bitter almond suggests 

the beginnings of evolution. The palate, on the other 
hand, still seems closed but displays a streamlined 
concentrated core of flawless dryness and precise 
bundled freshness. This is taut, precise and sure to 
develop. The finish is lasting, refreshing and clean. 
Drink now through 2030. Esprit du Vin. —A.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $26 

93 Villa San Juliette 2013 Chorum Red Wine 
(Paso Robles). This blend of 32% Syrah, 

16% Grenache, 14% Petit Verdot, 12% Cabernet 
Franc, 12% Alicante Bouschet, 7% Cabernet Sau-
vignon and 7% Petite Sirah truly sings, as the name 
implies. A strong boysenberry pie aroma is lifted by 
purple flower scents on the nose, and the palate’s 
lush black cherry, vanilla and mocha spice flavors 
are reminiscent of a dessert wine without being 
sweet. —M.K. 
abv: 15.2% Price: $25 

92 Aperture 2016 Sauvignon Blanc (Sonoma 
County). This unusual barrel-fermented 

white is blended with 5% Sauvignon Musqué for an 
exotic take on the variety. Floral with apple blossom 
scents, it reveals sharp acidity underlying its robust 
fig, preserved lemon, wild vanilla and lemongrass 
flavors. The texture is silky smooth. —V.B. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $35 

92 Archery Summit 2014 Archer’s Edge Estate 
Pinot Noir (Dundee Hills). This is tongue-

scrapingly dry, underscoring its black raspberry 
fruit with minerally acids. The drying tannins 
carry a streak of cacao and there’s a touch of citrus 
resonating through the finish. Best enjoyed with a 
hearty entrée. —P.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $85 


